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Kursaal

by Peter Anghelides

A proposal for a Doctor Who novel featuring the eighth Doctor.

(3,800 words)

Part One

THE PLANET SATURNIA REGNA orbits the Cronus system, and the Gray Cor por ation owns
it. Gray Corp is adevelopment conglomerate on agdactic scae, and in a series of massive building
projectsis turning the planet into Kur saal, aleisure world. Imagine “ Disneyland meets Babylon 57 -
the planet has part-completed facilities dl over it for transport, accommodation, resdentid,
infragtructure, entertainment, and the usua parapherndia of atheme park writ large. The
congtruction work is aso more radica than a Barratt Homes Ste: the diggers are the Size of office
buildings, the cranes are like rocket gantries, and the blasting equipment is on an H-bomb scale.
Saturnia Regna is aso supposed to be the last part of the Cronus system inhabited by the Jax, a
humanoid race which died out thousands of years ago. So the planet is considered to be akind of
“heritage ste’ by HALF (Helping All Life Forms), an ecologica pressure group rumoured to be
funded by a shadowy billionaire and led by the charismatic Bernard Cockaigne. HALF hasrun a
Greenpeace-style direct action campaign againgt Gray Corp, and successfully disrupted work al
over the planet so that the project is running well behind. Thisis a bit awkward, snce the financia

backers are pressuring Gray Corp to complete ahead of schedule.
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IN THE NOVEL’S OPENING scene, Amy Saraband and Maximilian Gray are being
recovered from an archaeologica dig on Saturnia Regna. They are the only survivors of ther
eght-strong team, which seems to have been the victim of a savage atack by wild animas. The dig
is closed, and they are taken to hospitd.

Amy had been brought in to the Kursaal project by Maximilian Gray, Chief Executive Officer of
Gray Corporation. Thisis one of two ways thet the wily Gray gpproached the HALF problem: ina
PR scoop, he'' s employing the famous xenobiologist Amy Saraband to research the Jax, and to
devise ways of incorporating them into the finished Kursaal project - and he’' s accompanied her on
thisdig for PR reasons too. Secondly, however, Gray has beefed up his on-site Security Team,
including Commander Paul Kadijk. Since hisarriva, Kadijk has been having much more success
hdting the HALF activity.

But recently a number of smal bombs have destroyed key Gray locations on the planet - the
communications network, the spaceport, severd gigantic earth movers. Then things turn particularly
ugly when avisting media crew iskilled in a suspicious accident. And this, of course, iswhen the
Doctor turns up and getsimplicated. He has no identification, and so opportunisticaly pretends to
be the crime-scene pathologist, and goes back to the hospital with the corpses.

Kadijk wantsto link everything to HALF - and when the red pathologist turns up, Kadijk
suspects that the Doctor is an eco-terrorist responsible for the media crew’ s deeths.

The Doctor meets Amy in the hospita morgue. She survived the atack on the dig team
unscathed, but has come to the morgue to identify the bodies of her colleagues. The Doctor is
intrigued by the deaths, and wants to know how they happened. Amy is baffled that there are only
fivebodies Olivier, the firg man killed in the attack, is not there. Then the real pathologist turns up,

the Doctor’ s cover gory isrumbled, and he and Amy have to escape from the hospitd.
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Elsawhere in the hospitd, Gray is being trested for wounds he sustained during the atack - he
has not come round since the attack, and vitd signs are fading. Kadijk learns that two of the six
bodies have now been stolen from the morgue - Olivier and Sharstone.

Amy and the Doctor flee to one of the completed areas of Kursad, a group of areas each a
dozen acres across and themed on different cultures from the Cronus system: an iceworld, a
technologica city block, a desert world full of nomadic dwelings, aseaworld, etc. Amy leadsthe
Doctor through the underground service system, explaining as they go that a she wants to preserve
the true archaeologicd gtes, not just document them before they are redevel oped, and certainly not
to redevelop them as these fakes. They reach a cramped set of red offices hidden among the fake
technologicd city block: HALF are hidden here, and Amy introduces the Doctor to Bernard
Cockagne - and confesses that she has actudly been working for HALF al dong.

Back in the hospitd, Kadijk istaking to Gray who is making a completely unexpected
recovery. Gray is reuctant to explain too much about the archaeologica dig. Kadijk talksto a
subordinate: redevelopment of the dig Ste has been happening since the atack, and if anything
untoward is happening there, he must know soon. A search of Gray’s belongings revedls atracking
device, which he presumes must be tuned to a bug placed by Gray.

The Doctor is discussing the history of Saturnia Regnawith Cockaigne and hisHALF
supporters, including an activigt caled Claire Johnson. They show the Doctor records and artefacts
they have discovered about the Jax, a vulpine, perhaps lupine race which appears to have died out
on the planet a thousand years ago. As the Doctor examines them, he becomes very worried.

Amy, meanwhile, has been checking some HALF records of her own, and is furious with what
she' sfound. The Doctor plansto go to the archaeological dig, but needs someone to go back to the

hospital and ensure no-one gets access to the bodiesin the morgue. Since they were part of Amy’s
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team, and since sheisthe only person in their present group who isa Gray Corp employee, he
suggests her. Amy agrees, but it is gpparent to us that she has other reasons for returning.

Jugt asthey are planning their move, the Gray Corp security forces, led by Kadijk, attack the
HALF base. The security team has located HALF using Gray’ s tracker (Gray placed a bug when
he was spying on Amy during the dig), and now start to break up the base, brutaly subduing the
activigs. In the confusion, the Doctor, Cockaigne and Johnson flee in a security vehicle. They are
pursued in an exciting chase through the neighbouring fake areas, eventudly escaping by hiding out
in the planet’s partidly-built zoo.

Amy has been taken for interrogation. During this, Kadijk learnsthat Gray has discharged
himsdf from hospitd. Amy warns Kadijk not to let anyone near the corpses in the morgue. Kadijk
isincredulous - he thinks that Amy and her colleagues have been steding the corpses, Snce two are
missing. He takes her off to the hospital morgue to show her.

The Doctor, Cockaigne and Johnson have reached the archaeological dig, which is strangdly
deserted - though there has been extensve new excavation nearby. Thisis't the paingtaking
archaeologica excavation of the origind team, though, but the crude earth-moving of the huge
development diggers. Cockaigne is gppdled - the Siteis being destroyed forever.

Near the gte of the attack on Amy’ s team, they find the husk of awolf-like humanoid. Thiswas
the creature which attacked the archaeology party. They find a degp narrow industrid excavation,
like a bore hole in the rock, which has accidentdly connected via a crack in the Sde to an enormous
buried chamber. Here they find the origin of the wolf-like cresture in the remnants of the Jax vulpine
culture, a cavernous underground palace abandoned a thousand years ago. It seemsthat at least
one of the wolf creatures survived, and attacked the archaeology team. The Doctor investigates

further to see if there are more survivors.

“Kursaal” by Peter Anghelides, page 5



This document was downloaded from http:/anghelides.org © Peter Anghelides 1996, 1998

When Amy and Kadijk reach the morgue, they find that the security guards posted there have
been brutaly murdered. They go in to the morgue to see the four corpses - which darmingly come
to life and move to attack them.

The Doctor continues to search the site, and discovers from that the Jax were arace like
werewolves which went up an evolutionary dead-end and could only reproduce by infecting other
humanoid life forms. When they ran out of the limited number of humanoids a thousand years ago,
they died out and thisisther last memorid.

Cockagne makes aworrying discovery further down the bore hole - it seems to be wired with
explosives - he recognises the type, because HALF stole smilar equipment from Gray Corp to use
for their campaigns. He and the Doctor start to make their way out of the palace, but when they
reach the exit they discover Johnson is dead, and there are two animated corpses standing over her
body - Olivier and Sharstone. The crazed corpsestry to kill them in afrenzied attack, so the
Doctor and Cockaigne have to retreeat into the paace.

Kadijk's security gaff hep Amy and Kadijk fight off the animated corpses in the morgue. Amy
explains the Doctor’ s warning, and that there may be similar dangers at the excavation Ste where
they were originally attacked. Kadijk saysthat the origina attack site will not be a problem much
longer, as Gray Corp plansto build a huge recycling plant on the archaeologicd ste, which has
therefore been evacuated for an enormous explosive excavation. Amy is gppdled, and explains that
the Doctor and Cockaigne planned to go there. Kadijk immediately sets off with his security team.
Amy days behind, ingstng that she must go to Gray Corp HQ in search of Gray.

In the Jax paace, the Doctor is explaining to Cockaigne that the two corpses have been
reanimated by the Jax infection. They are only mindless Jax drones, since the infection was only able

to reanimate a dead body - they are operating solely on ingtinct to return to their paace and defend
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it. The Jax could only reproduce asintelligent life by infecting live hogts. The Doctor is hunting
through al the Jax technology in the palace to see what he can use for an escape - there seemsto
be an extensve amount of Jax technology deeper underground.

Meanwhile, Cockaigne is making an attempt to defuse the bomb. He is a bit put out to discover
that the culture he wanted to preserve wants to destroy him - either the Jax drones will breek in and
kill him, or they’ll trgp him in the paace until the excavation bomb goes off.

Kadijk’s group arrive and rescue the Doctor and Cockaigne from the Jax drones, and drag
Cockagne away from his defusng work. They flee the Ste in a security shuttle, the bombs go of
and they see the gSite collgpse into the ground from a distlance. Cockaigne says what a pity about the
dead archaeol ogists who became drones. Kadijk saysthat Gray was lucky - if hiswounds had been
any worse, he'd have gone the same way. The Doctor is appaled, as he thought that Gray, like
Amy, had not been injured during the origind attack The Doctor and Cockaigne race back
towards Gray Corp HQ.

Gray Corp HQ: Amy confronts Gray in his office. She accuses him of betrayd: he hired her for
purely politica reasons, but what she has just worked out for hersdf a HALF isthat HALF receive
their funding from the same bank route - in other words, Gray is dso funding HALF to work againgt
him. It seemsthat Gray wanted to destroy the Kursaa project from within. I’ safinancid scam to
bankrupt the project; it can then be picked up at abargain price by another of Gray’s companies
which would complete the work and make a huge profit unencumbered by its crippling previous
debts. What's more, he seems to know more about these dangerous werewolves than he' s letting
on. Amy senses a chance to make some money out of these discoveries - share optionsin the
purchasing company, perhaps?

Gray issurprisngly open, taking at some length, spinning things out while waiting for something.
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Amy is about to leave, but he keeps her there by asking whether she'd like to hear why he arranged
the deaths of the media crew: they were getting too interested in both his financid arrangementsin
Kursaa and the Jax excavations. What's more, he persondly killed the security guards who had
carried out that contract - they were the same ones guarding the hospital morgue.

Amy is baffled: weren't the guards killed by the Jax, by those drones? Y es and no, says Gray,
and the plan for Kursaal has changed. Amy is planning to leave, but Gray indicates that the lower
floors are now protected by Jax drones - her former dig team members, plus the dead security
guards - she can see them on Gray’ s security monitors. Then the full moon findly appears from
behind a doud, vishle through Gray’ sfiftieth floor office window. Thisis the moment for which
Gray has been delaying her: before Amy’s eyes, Gray metamorphosesinto afull Jax wolf. Because
his human body survived the origind Jax attack, the infection has metamorphosed him into a
rationd, thinking Jax creature and not just adrone. Gray has provided a strong new body for the
Jax pack leader ingtead of the thousand-year-old one which it shrugged off as a husk-like cast at the
dig ste.

Asthe Gray/werewolf transformation completes, Amy mortaly wounds him. He howls and
flings himsdf a her. Degp in the building, the Jax drones howl! back and start to make their way up
to the fiftieth floor.

The Doctor, Kadijk, and Cockaigne arrive at the Gray HQ in time to see a body hurled through
afiftieth floor window. They rush up to the office to find Amy in the room, with the Jax drones
cowering in acorner. (They are il infectious, but no longer seem motivated.) Cockaigne and
Kadijk cal for zoo gaff to come and take the drones into captivity.

The Doctor takes Amy aside, and explains about the destruction of the Jax paace which is now

buried again. Amy howls tearfully for the archaeologicd loss. The Doctor offers to take her aboard
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the Tardis and show her around - any time, any place? She wants to go back and prevent the
destruction of the palace. The Doctor says he can’t take her to her own past, or save her dig team
from the origind attack. She asks whether he can take her to her future instead.

Outsde the Gray HQ), the pathologist (from the beginning of the novel) is examining the broken
body on the street. He is surprised to find that it is the husk of a man-szed wolf, just like the one

found at the archaeologicd dig Ste.

End of Part One

Part Two

THE COMPLETED KURSAAL STRUGGLES through its first few years encumbered with huge
development debts. Neverthdess, its spectacular combination of white-knuckle spacerides, themed
leisure holidays and fake exatic locations dowly established it as the mgor atraction for Cronus and
surrounding systems. Staff are kept on the dark sde of the planet's moon in crummy conditions, and
have to travel huge distances in antiquated short-range shuttles to get to work. The communications
systems are run on a shoestring, and suffer from the sorts of planning and design deficiencies that
(for example) characterised the Hubble tel escope.

Gray Corp isunder new management, headed by a group of hoodlum businessmen who want to
make Kursadl the centre of a drugs processing and distribution network - the privately-owned
planet isided, anceit hasfinancid and trangport linksto al parts of the Cronus system. The
criminas who made money while the complex was being built are now integrated into the planet’s

society as an informd parts of the various security forces, and dthough Kursad is the drugs centre
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of Cronus, it is gpparently untouchable because severd planetary governments have invested too
much in the project to risk doing anything which might cause it to fall. Unfortunately, the planet has
been infested by the Jax drones, severd of which escgped from captivity into the wild, though this

fact is kept secret from the tourigts.

IN THE OPENING SCENE, the Doctor and Amy are travdling in a packed short-range space
shuttle. An unexpected power fault kills the shuttle pilot, and the Doctor and Amy rush forward to
take the controls in an effort to save themsalves and their fellow passengers from afiery death on
planetary reentry. Despite their best efforts, the shuttle burns up explosively in the planet’s
amosphere.

They’'re OK, of course, because actudly they’ re participants in atheme park ride. (The Doctor
isvery cross, because he thinksthe rideis rigged to faill no matter what you do - why isn't there an
escape pod, for example? Because you couldn't fit dl forty people on the ride into it, points out
Amy reasonably.)

For this second part of the novel, Amy has persuaded the Doctor to take them fifteen years
ahead to see the finished Kursaal and to sample some of the fun.

Shortly after this opening scene, Amy is badly injured in aterrorist incident and hospitalised on
the planet’s moon. A terror group working for adrugs cartel is responsible, but the Doctor is
recognised by security asone of HALF sformer “eco-warriors’, and heis hauled off to jal on
suspicion. There, heis surprised to find Commander Kadijk dill in charge of Kursaal’ s security
company, fifteen years more cynica than when they last met.

The Doctor escapes before Kadijk talks to him, convinced that Amy isin danger. But now

there has been another bomb outrage, thistime at the hospital on Kursaal’s moon - and Amy has
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gone missing. The Doctor wangles his way to the hospitd moon to investigate, but it ssems that
most of the other patients have been found, but that Amy is unaccounted for.

The Doctor hacks into the security systems, and learns that Kadijk is now secretly working with
Cockagne (of HALF) to hunt down the Jax drones. (Kadijk got Cockaigne' s cooperation by
offering him remission on his prison sentence after the end of part one.) The Doctor tracks down
Cockaigne to the staff quarters on the dark side of the moon, and goes to Cockaigne' s new hideout
there to see if he can locate Amy. However, Amy has hersdlf been secretly tracking the Doctor
since he arrived on the moon, and so is able to reach Cockaigne first. She gets the two pieces of
information she wants from him: that the Jax Palace was incorporated into atacky Jax themeride;
and that the Jax which HALF have recaptured are in aholding pen back on Kursad. By thetime
the Doctor reaches him, Cockaigne is dead. Rather than explain being caught with a corpse, the
Doctor fleesin pursuit of Amy. He chases her from the moon in arickety old short-range
shuttle which the Doctor hasto pilot it safely through the Kursaal atmosphere (a bit like the opening
scene to part two).

Asthe Doctor hunts for Amy, Kadijk hunts for the Doctor. He dmost catches the Doctor, but
the Doctor eludes him in abig carnival parade. During this sequence, we learn that Kadijk knows a
lot about the Jax, and he knows that Amy isinfected - he and the pathologist recognised the husk of
Gray’s body on the pavement outside Gray HQ, and so checked the security camerain Gray’s
office - only to discover that Amy had not defeated Gray, she had been injured and possessed by
him! Soironicdly, Kadijk is actudly trying to capture the Doctor to save him from Amy.

The Doctor pieces together clues about where Amy is going, follows her in the shuttle, and
catches up with her at the Jax theme ride. He is about to embrace her, but Kadijk reaches them

just in timeto save the Doctor’ s life as Amy lashes out. She then vanishes into the depths of the ride.
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Kadijk explains to the Doctor what has happened - and confesses that he and Cockaigne had been
unable to contain the Jax drones |eft behind after Gray’ s death and Amy’ s disappearance with the
Doctor fifteen years ago. The Doctor speculates that some of the Jax dronesinfected vigtorsto
Kursad, spreading their infection in alimited, mindlessway around the gdaxy - and perhgpsthisis
where the werewolf legends of so many worlds arise. Now however there is amore profound
danger: Amy is metamorphosing into the Jax leader, and may unleash a more dangerous, sentient
Jax lifeform on the Cronus system.

The comms satellite has gone dffline again, so Kadijk cannot cdl for reinforcements. He and the
Doctor go further into the Jax ride, a spooky sequence in which they never quite know which are
models/actorsin the ride, and which arethe red Jax drones. At the heart of theride, Amy is
surrounded by Jax drones. She has already freed the ones that HALF captured, and others are
dowly making their way towards her as the full moon gpproaches this evening. Sheis about to be
reborn as the Jax leader, and has brought them to the Jax Pdace where she will aso rdease dl the
dormant last-generation Jax. For the Jax are not dead, they have merely been hibernating for over a
thousand years. Kursaal will provide new hosts and drones, vigtors from dl over the Cronus system

- instead of travelling dl over the system themsdves, people from dl over Cronus will cometo
them!

The moon comes up, shining through the fakery of the Jax ride, and Amy metamorphosesinto a
fully-fledged Jax. The drones sart to revive the dormant Jax. While thisis happening, Amy isa her
most vulnerable and the Doctor and Kadijk are able to escape and temporarily block the Jax in.

Kadijk reectivates the huge, long-buried excavation bomb till in the underground bore hole.
Meanwhile, he Doctor lashes up a comunications channd by cannibaisng the available Jax

hardware, and patches a warning message to the Kursaal emergency services, he pretendsto be his
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notorious dter ego, the HALF eco-terrorist, threatening to bomb the Jax ride - and so the
emergency sarvices immediately evacuate the public and aff from the vicinity. The Doctor and
Kadijk flee the pdace as the excavation bomb ticks down to detonation.

The Doctor is piloting the shuttle back towards the Tardis, but Amy has managed to evade the
lock-in and has stowed away on board. Worse still, she managed to disconnected the trigger
mechanism, so the bomb will not detonate - and now she will kill them before returning to the
paace. She attacks the Doctor and Kadijk. In the ensuing fight, Kadijk iskilled, the controls are
damaged, and the shuttle races up into the lower atmosphere. In a scene reminiscent of the
fairground ride at the start of part two, the Doctor has to struggle to control the ship’s reentry. At
the last minute, he locks the controls and abandons ship via the escape pod - the ship and Amy go
down in afiery bal into the remains of the Jax Paace ride, setting off the excavation bomb which
wipes out the entire Jax underground complex.

The Doctor takes afind ride on a Kursaal event, amore rdaxing and leisurely river cruise. Then
as night gartsto fall, he entersthe Tardis and leaves. (The queue which had formed around it
disperses, disgruntled.) From the darkness, a Jax drone follows one of the viditors. The droneis

Cockaigne!

TheEnd

NOTE:

This outline is written for the eighth Doctor, who arrives and leaves done. However, it lends itsdlf

a0 to any-Doctor-plus-single companion. Excluding the periods when the Doctor is dways

accompanied by two or more fellow travellers, the options for this seem to be:
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* First Doctor plus Dodo

» Second Doctor plus Jamie

* Third Doctor plus Jo or Sarah

» Fourth Doctor plus Sarah, Ledla, Romanaor Adric
» Fifth Doctor plus Nyssa or Peri

* Sixth Doctor plus Peri or Mel

* Seventh Doctor plus Mél or Ace

» Eighth Doctor plus any new BBC books companion.

In this case, many of Amy’s scenes would be taken on by the Doctor’ s current companion -
who in the climax to part one would accompany Amy to Gray HQ and become infected by the
Gray-Jax, and then leave with the Doctor in the Tardis as usud. (The companion would need to
survive the shuttle crash at the end of part two, of course - perhaps ghe doesn't completely
metamorphose, and the destruction of the Jax paace releases her/him from the infection’ s thrall?)

For an extratwigt, the narrative gap between the first and second parts could be extended by
using one companion with two different Doctors. For example, the fifth Doctor and Peri appear in
thefirg haf, but the infection doesn’t take full grip on Peri until severd adventures later, when sheis
travdling with the Sixth Doctor and steersthe Tardis back to Kursad. (The other chances for this
variant are Sarah with the third and fourth Doctors, Méel with the sixth and seventh Doctors, or a
staged reunion of any previous companion with the eighth Doctor. In thislast case, we could crudly

choose to bump the companion off at the end of part two anyway!)

End of proposal.

“Kursaal” by Peter Anghelides, page 14



